
 

THE HOUSE OF SPICES, ZANZIBAR 
 

 
 

HISTORY  
 

The House of Spices was one of the most notable houses of Zanzibar Stone Town, b elonging to an old family of Spice 

Tr aders . Spices from the Islands of Pemba and Zanzibar were collected here, spreading their fra grant aroma over the 

house and the surrounding narrows streets of Stone Town.  

Once in the house they were selected, gr ound and packed before being exported to Europe and to the Americas.  

 

   
 

The house has been kept in good order and any restorations ha ve followed the original plans over the many years of its 

history.  Even though over 200 years have been passed since it was built, The House of Spices carries fully intact, the 

romance and atmosphere of an old Arab House.  
 

 



THE HOUSE 

 

 
 

The House of Spi ces is a typical  18th  Century Zanzibar  House and it rises up over three  floors enclosing a central court yard . 

The rear of the House was the receiving point for deliveries as well as the production area, while the front of the house was  

for the day to day s ales. Tea and coffee are served here.  

 

    
 

On the ground floor  the main entrance and reception of the house looks out on Kiponda Street , one of the major 

thoroughfares crossing the town.  Even today, refreshing spicy teas are offered to every visitor wa lking in to buy spices.    
 

  

 

 



THE ROOMS 
 

 
 

On the first floor  there are four bed rooms (all Air -conditioned) , two sitting rooms  and three  bathrooms.  

They can be rented separately or as an apartment, for a group of family and friends.  Each room carr ies the name of a spice.  

 

 
 

This  was the fl oor originally occupied by the trader in the last century,  together with his wife and their  three  daughters : 

Fatma, Aisha and  Amina. Every room has its  own littl e treasures: original Zanzibar furnishings, beautif ully preserved , in a 

setting of  authentic Swahili architecture.  
 

   
 

The rooms can be rented individually, or as a suite for a group of family or friends. Max 7 persons.  

We cannot place third beds in the rooms, but there is one infant bed which can fit  in either of the two double rooms.  
 



    
 

   
 

On the second floo r  there are two  terraces which were used for drying the spices  before they were packed.  

One now hosts a restaurant serving a wide selection of dishes , gently scented with spices . From t he wooden oven come 

fragrant tempting pizzas. 
 

 
 

The second terrace is now a wine bar offering wines from most known wineries around the world .  

From both  of these cool and shaded  terraces open veranda sides offer  rooftop views of the minarets and streets  of Stone 

Town. 
 

 
 

 



THE TEA ROOMS 

 

 
 
The newest addition to the House of Spices is the beautiful Tea Rooms, located on the ground floor behind the main shop.  

Nestled at the back of the House of Spices the Tea Room faces on to one of the interesting alle ys of Stone Town, not far 

from the vegetable and fruit markets of Darajani.  

 

   
 

Two tastefully arranged rooms provide a cosy atmosphere, and blended flavoured spiced teas are served, hot or iced.  

To complement them we offer a large selection of fresh pa stry, each one created in our bakery.  

 

   
 

Cakes for Weddings, Birthdays and special occasions can be made to order.  

 

 



CONTACTS: 
 

Reservations:  

 

Tel:  +255 (0) 24 2231264  

Mobile: +255 (0) 773 573727  

Email: info@HouseOfSpicesZanzibar.com  

 

Web:  www.HouseOfSpicesZanzibar.com  
 

   
 

LOCATION:  
 

The House of Spices is located in the heart of Stone Town: a pleasant walk from the fish and fruit market of Darajan i, or 

from the other direction it can be approached from the Forodhani front near the Old Fort, the Palace or the Big Tree.  
 

 

mailto:info@HouseOfSpicesZanzibar.com
www.HouseOfSpicesZanzibar.com


 

STONE TOWN: 

 

   
 

Is the old city and cultural heart of Zanzibar;  today a world heritage site .  

The town is built on a trian gular peninsula of land and consists predominantly of Arab combined with a blend of Indian and 

European architecture.  

It is a place of winding alleys, bustling bazaars, mosques and grand Arab houses whose original owners vied with each other 

over the extra vagance of their dwellings.  

There are currently about 1,700 buildings in Stone Town, out of which 1,100 have been classified as having architectural 

significance.  
 

  
 

The town also has 23 landmark buildings, two cathedrals, over 50 mosques, 157 balconi es, verandas and loggias, around 250 

carved doors and of course the famous fort built by the Omanis right in front of  Forodhani Park  .  

By the middle of the 18 th  century, the Zanzibar archipelago was the world's largest producer of cloves, and the largest  

slave trading centre on the East African coast.  

Slaves were used for the cultivation and harvesting of cloves and the first Sultan Said owned so much land that by his 

death in 1856, he had 45 plantations. Plots were also acquired by his children, and by the many concubines and eunuchs from 

the royal harem.  

Over time, several other spices such as cinnamon, cumin, ginger, pepper and cardamom were introduced. Their rich scent 

became synonymous with Zanzibar, which became known as the 'Spice Islands'.  

 

 

 
 


